Julia French Wood
1525 Poinsettia Drive

Metairie, LA 70005

504-835-1130

JuliaFWood@aol.com
July 9, 2006

Mr. James Taylor

Mortuary Officer

Keesler Air Force Base,

Biloxi, MS 39534

Dear Mr. Taylor,

Re: Jet fly-over, Veteran: George J. Wood, Jr. Serial #s: ASN AD18282240 & AO-1910298, Deceased, 2 July 2006
As per the instructions of your email of  7 July 2006, I have searched for the records of my deceased husband, the above, George J. Wood, Jr., with some success. Although, we were married for 43 years, he didn’t speak much about his military service, except to say that, of it, he was most proud. Below, is what I have been able to piece together.

He learned to fly as a civilian at Lake Front Airport, New Orleans, LA where he obtained his Single-engine, Private Pilot’s license on 14 July 1948. 
According to what he stated to me, he was, first, in the Air Force Cadets.. His log shows  that he entered Academic & Flight Training – 50-B Grade A/C 1 Nov 1949 under the # ASN AD 18282240 at Connally AFB, TX, completed instruction at Williams AFB, Chandler, AZ, Rated Pilot on 12 May 1950. Squadron 3525th PTW (ASE).He received an Honorable Discharge as an Aviation Cadet on 11 May 1950. 
He, then, entered the USAF under SN AO-1910298. He completed Survival School, Class #31, Certificate # 5204, as a 2nd Lt from 15 to 19 Nov 1951. His home base is shown to be, Command: SAC 2nd AF, 308 Ftr Esc Sq. Station: Turner AFB, Albany, GA and his rank, 2nd Lt. and he continued his training there and shows an “Air Force Physiological Training Course, type: Refresher” at Mitchel AFB, NY on 15 Jun 1950. He continued training, mostly on the F-84E at Turner until the end of 1951 when his Station changed to APO 125, % P,M., N.Y., NY, still training on the F-84E. His fiscal requirements were completed on 30 June 1951 and he was back at Turner in GA. The record reads, “24 Jan 1952, CLOSED TRANSFERRED”
“NO FLYING THE MONTH OF FEB 52” His Command is: 5th AF, 4th Ftr-Intcp Gp.On the next page, Mar, 1952, Day 19 “Pilot checked out in F-86A, type A/C – Capt B.J. Liles Check Pilot”

In the left columns, the day, every day to the end of the month: F86A, Mission Symbol=0, Flight times and at the far left in every column “To: K14 Local, From: K-14 Local”

For the next several months, through 5 Jul 1952 the Days repeat as he flew up to 4 missions each day, the Aircraft is F86A and mostly F86E, the Mission Symbol= C-1, there are flight times and at the right are From K-14 to: and there are many different Names of Korean Cities and Towns.
5 Aug 1952 says “Form Closed – Pilot Tro1 PCS. His Rank had changed to 1st Lt. on the May 52 sheet.

26 Aug, 8th AF, 522nd Ftr Sq. Bergstrom AFB, Austin, TX. Aircraft T7, Mission Symbol A3,. 28 Aug Aircraft F84G, Mission Symbol=0.

He continued to log flying time at Bergstrom, flying several different aircraft, with many Mission Symbols, and the log ends at the last day of Mar 1953. 

He told me that he was with the group who left the USA ferrying the F-86 Jets to England’s, Manston Airport. That he was there for some time before going to Korea. He flew 100 missions in Korea and wanted to stay, but his wife had given birth to his first child and he hadn’t seen her, so he had to return home.

He served in the USAF Reserves after the Korean War and was Honorably discharged from the USAF under the SN# AO1 910 298 on 5 Nov 1956.
With this I send: Lt. Wood’s DD 214, 2 Honorable Discharge papers, a picture of Lt. Wood after he landed in England, a picture of Lt. Wood in his plane ,a picture of his plane, Cochise, after several missions, which was printed in the book: Mig Alley, by Larry Davis, p.66, and a picture when he received the Distinguished Flying Cross. These may not render well through the FAX machine, but I hope you can see them.

George J. Wood, Jr. was an Airman for all his life. After his USAF service, he flew for TACA Airlines for 3 years and then for Eastern Airlines for 29 years, before retirement was forced upon him.

I hope that you will see fit to honor this Airman with a Fly-Over for his funeral service and burial at Lake Lawn Cemetery, New Orleans, LA. GPS location: N 29.99026, W 090.11954 at 1500 hours, Central Daylight Time on 21 Jul 2006.

With Sincere Regards,

Julia French Wood (Mrs. George J. Wood, Jr.)
