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"The unfortunate oversetting of the Powles Hook Ferry Boat on Monday last, by which event an estimable citizen, Mr. Delaplaine lost his life, has greatly increased fears which individuals have ever felt on crossing this ferry. Fortunately ... the corporation are about concluding a contract with Mr. Fulton to establish steam ferry boats for this passage."  (Nov. 8, 1809, Public Advertiser)

"Lines occasioned by the late disaster of one of the Paulus [sic) Hook passage-boats upsetting from which accident one of our citizens was drowned and the remainder on board narrowly escaped.

I saw a bargue on Hudson's wave that plies,

Yield to the blast that rends the autumnal skies;

From Cortlandt's wharf she took her vent'rous way

Rude gloom'd the sky, and blustering was the day.

The fatal blast too powerful prose'd for art,

With pain I saw the shivering sail depart:

In vain the helm by cautious hands was held,

One flaw upset her and the wind prevailed;

One worthy man, I tell with grief sincere,

One worthy man* was doo~'d to perish there

Leave all behind that could attract his love

Without one farewell at this last remove.

All you who on this rugged Hudson stray,

To seek far Jersey's coast, or Bergen Bay,

Let every future voyage be by steam;

Let Fulton's art, unrivall'd art, prevail,

Nor trust existence to the dangerous sail,

Bid him apply the powers that reason gave,

To waft you safely o'er the treacherous wave;

On his firm deck you may all safety find;

Nor dread the madness of the threatening wind.

See Neptunes car, a floating palace move,

And fears no danger from the blasts above

No tides delay her, and no gales alarm,

The power of steam can every blast disarm,

Be such your choice -- on such a barque rely --And every danger of the winds defy.

*Mr. Delaplaine"

(Public Advertiser Nov. 11, 1809)
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