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Five Points, written by Tyler Anbinder, is a book that will be sure to answer many of the questions we have about the neighborhood in which stood the “Five Points House of Industry,” a mission where 11 year old Adolph Johann Borner, and his brother, Samuel Borner, went to stay shortly after their arrival in the U.S. 

Five Points “was the most notorious neighborhood in nineteenth-century America. Beginning in about 1820, overlapping waves of Irish, Italian, and Chinese immigrants flooded this district in what is now New York’s Chinatown. The author writes in his introduction that while it is “all but forgotten today, the densely populated enclave was once renowned for jam-packed, filthy tenements, garbage-covered streets, prostitution, gambling, violence, drunkenness, and abject poverty.” “No decent person walked through it; all shunned the locality; all walked blocks out of their way rather than pass through it.” “A religious journal called Five Points ‘the most notorious precinct of moral leprosy in the city, …a perfect hot-bed of physical and moral pestilence,…a hell-mouth of infamy and woe.’”
“Five Points, the lower Manhattan neighborhood named for the fine-cornered intersection of Anthony, Orange, and Cross Streets, was originally verdant and bucolic, like everything else in America. A five acre lake known as the “Collect” was its defining landmark.” This beautiful, pristine lake was transformed during the 18th century by the tanneries, slaughterhouses, and other industries from the beauty that it was to a putrid nuisance. Finally, in 1802, the City’s Common Council ordered the Collect filled with “good and wholesome earth.” By 1813, it was completely covered over and became part of the neighborhood that would be known as Five Points. 
Today, Five Points and the beautiful lake that preceded it have passed from memory. The area is now part of Chinatown. Some of the more famous streets in the area are, Mulberry Street, Mott Street, the Bowery, Canal Street, and City Hall Place. Interesting that when I was growing up in the 40s and 50s, it was the Bowery that had such a bad reputation for the poor and down and out, “Bowery Bums.” However, since the movie, The Gangs of New York, there has been renewed interest in this area of New York City, where so many of our ancestors began their adventures in this country. 
Americans of the 19th century were both repulsed and fascinated by Five Points. Missionaries who recoiled at the abject poverty and misery, established missions throughout the area and set up respite housing for the children and their parents. On the other hand, the famous toured the area as an attraction. Charles Dickens, Davy Crockett, and Abraham Lincoln were among the visitors to Five Points.  

Anbinder’s book on Five Points is organized as follows: The Making of Five Points, Why They Came, How They Lived, How They Worked, Politics, Play, Vice and Crime, Religion and Reform, Riot, The Civil War and the End of an Era, The Remaking of a Slum, Italians, Chinatown, and finally, the End of Five Points.  I’ve read little bits of several chapters and each is so fascinating. 
Christi has Anna Borner coming to New York in September, 1899, and living with her brother, Albert, at 880 6th Ave. Now, I don’t know how far up 6th that is, but it appears that Five Points is much further south and over on the east side of the City. My guess is that Anna got hooked up with the French church and requested help from the parish. The parish probably was involved in the mission work at the Five Points House of Industry, and that may be how Poppy and Sam were taken in to the mission so shortly after their arrival. There is lots of research to be done. I think this book is going to help. There is quite a bit in this book about Five Points House of Industry and I will be reading about this shortly. The footnotes are amazing and the bibliography is impressive. Evie, your Jacob Riis is featured in the last chapter. Stay tuned for the next episode. 
