Script for Immigration Project
Slide 1: Hello I am A.J. Borner.  Emily Borner is my great granddaughter.   I am Swiss and lived in Cernier Switzerland before coming to America.  I was born in Neutchatel Switzerland on September 5, 1888.   
Slide 2: My family was very big.  The sad thing is that many died very soon after birth leaving five children who were my oldest sister Alice, older sister Mathilde Helene, older brother Arnold Ariste (Harry), myself Adolphe Jean and my younger brother Sam.  My father died at the age of 37 leaving my mother to raise five children on her own.
Slide 3: Life in Switzerland wasn’t easy.  My mother found a job in the watchmaking industry but the pay wasn’t enough to support the whole family.  She had heard that life in the United States was better.   I was fluent in French and learning English in school.
Slide 4: My mother saved up enough money to send my oldest sister Alice who was seventeen to America.  It was planned that Alice would make money and send it back to Switzerland to save for the time when all of us could come to America.  She settled in New York and became an expert chef running the Swiss Home in Mt. Kisco, New York.  She succeeded with the help of an uncle and was able to send enough money to them to allow the whole family to immigrate to America.
Slide 5: I was eleven years old and it was 1899 – third wave.  We have to be placed in the bottom of a boat in an area called steerage.  We were crammed together and some were getting sick.  We were all tired and hungry but finally after two weeks we saw the Statue of Liberty.   After getting off the boat we were put on a ferry to Ellis Island.   We were all confidant we could pass all the tests at Ellis Island.  When we got there we had passed all the tests.  We were going to live in America.
Slide 6: After arriving we decided to stay in New York City settling in the lower east side.   German names like Adolphe were very unpopular so I asked everyone to call me Ed.  I had an accent and made myself talk without one.  This made me more respectable to others in New York society.   There were many assimilation issues that I had to overcome.
Slide 7: I had to find a job somewhere because I was determined to make money and had to start somewhere.  I chose to take a job as an office boy for a Japanese firm which imported raw silk.  Even though I was just a boy who swept floors after everyone went home at night, I worked hard and rose quickly in the company.   
Slide 8: Finally I became Managing Director of the company in America and my income rose quickly.  At one point I had enough money to support the whole family.   My mother moved into my house and I was able to hire my brother as my driver.  
Slide 9:  I enjoyed belonging to clubs in New York City which included The New York Athletic Club, The Westchester Country Club, The Masonic Lodge, The Manhattan Club and more.   My life was good and getting better. 
Slide 10:  Suddenly however life changed for me.   Arriving at work one day a very large U.S. Marshal stood at the entrance to my office.   As a result of the invasion of Pearl Harbor, the U.S. government had acted to close every Japanese firm in the country.   I lost my job and was forced to retire at the age of 54.   As a result of carefully investing my earnings over the years, I was able to maintain my lifestyle without having to go back to work.
Slide 11: For years after losing my job, I was determined to remain busy and so did consulting from an office loaned to me by a friend in the textile business.  Later years were spent keeping in touch with friends, golfing and watching over my investments.   I think that my family achieved the American dream because we did not have to starve, and we had a nice house and money.   We didn’t have to deal with a lot of prejudice as many immigrants did.   We were very fortunate in that respect.
Slide 12: The end.   Thank you for watching and listening to my story.  I hope you enjoyed it. 
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