
Go to this site and click on the chapters to get an idea about life in  New York around 1900.  Chapter 16 near the end, deals with the House of Industry
http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/
Here's another..........
http://www.bartleby.com/208/21.html#Z45


http://www.bartleby.com/208/18.html
Look below the ad for the "Five Points Gang"
All this gives us an idea what the two young Swiss immigrants were subjected to in 1900.  




Dear Russ, Is there a way I can find out more about that orphanage?  If you pull up the name of the place, do you get a history?  I can find out how to pull it up from Pam.  
Thanks for keeping me abreast of things, I share them with Marie and Ellen  Borner too.  Take care    LOV Dot


----- Original Message ----- 
From: RussSr 
To: Dasaborner@aol.com 
Cc: cpinyc@aol.com ; ctimm@teisprint.com ; 4days@intplsrv.net ; papadunc@ev1.net ; eved@aol.com ; RussBorner@cs.com 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 11:35 AM
Subject: Re: Five Points House of Industry



After reading the account of what went on in those days, I find it hard to believe that Grandma Borner would have given up two of her children to that particular orphanage.

I have to think it was only because she had not been able to establish herself sufficiently to be in a position to care for them herself, and I would bet that she didn't leave them in there longer that it was necessary.  As it was, we have learned that she wound up with many more than just her own family under her care.  After losing 8 of her 13 children, she must have regarded the survivors as especially precious.
I am not entirely surprised that my father never once mentioned his stay in that institution.  It certainly could not have been a very pleasant experience.
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Times must have been tough



Here's a link that discusses briefly the Five Points House of Industry. Very
interesting. A period piece even, I believe. You'll have to scroll down 3/4
of the way before getting to the really relevent stuff, though the whole
article is worth the read.

http://www.authentichistory.com/images/postcivilwar/jacob_riis/chap16.html

"Tante
Helene could freeze you with a look,"

Wow....that really hits home....apparently it's a trait of all Helenes, for
though my mother does not have it, her sister (Helene) and most certainly
her mother (Helene) do. We always called it the evil eye. Gram does it so
well it's not even funny. Aunt Helene added her own flair to it with an
eyebrow raise that is really unmatched. She practically buries the thing in
her hairline.

From what I've gathered through the years, Helene Borner Walder--and in fact
her husband Paul--were very, very stern people, hardly swayed by emotions of
any kind. Gram once remarked to my cousin Heather (who is three years my
elder and currently studying for her doctorate at Duquesne) and me that she
doesn't know if her parents had any kind of loving relationship at all. Now,
the post card I asked Russ to translate a little while ago seems to dispute
that--Paul's message seemed to be very affectionate.

It seems like the Borner family has had a great share of strained familial
relationships. Obviously, all families have problems, and there's no use
blaming ancestors for defective genes or allegedly poor upbringing. But I
just wonder about it; wonder why it seems to be so prevalent.

Interestingly, both my cousins remember aunt Marge as being "mean" and
indifferent towards them and towards their mother. However, she doted on my
brother and me and would have done anything for my mother.

Christi


>Stanley founded an organization called POLP...Parents Of Large 
>Families.  He qualified for membership with 8 of his own.  The first two 
>or three years of their marriage he berated Eleanor bitterly for her 
>failure to produce. then came the deluge.  He suffered very poor health in 
>his latter years, and finally succumbed to lung cancer.

I never knew that Poppy began life in America in an orphanage.

I agree that you should write a lot of thing down.  Memory gets fuzzy after 
the years go by.






>I was talking about Stanley - I guess he would be Dot's brother.  He was 
>written up as father of the year in a Connecticut paper - but I think it 
>was because of the quantity of  children not the qualityin raising 
>them.  I don't remember what it was that Paul, one of his sons, wrote but 
>it was quite disparaging about his father, Stanley. Sad really.  You have 
>to wonder why it was that Ed and Sam were in that home - and how they felt 
>about it.  SOunds like you never heard Poppy mention it, 
>Dad?  Amazing.  This is getting very intriguing.  Makes me want to write 
>things down in a journal so my kids will know all.  Like what we had for 
>dinner on Sundays!.
>
>
>
>
>
>To those of you who have been asking.......Tante Julia was married to Harry 
Borner. She was considerably older and that seemed to have caused some 
friction among the family members.  She was a nurse, and was with Grandma 
Borner when she died. I knew her and would not endorse the claim that she 
was "mean".  At least, I never remember her being mean to me.

Never knew what Sam did for a living.  We have one picture of him amid a 
group of very sooty workers, leading to the conclusion that he was a coal 
miner.  Really have no idea what a lead burner did, except breathe the 
fumes and die of lead poisoning. which he did quite early in life.  Dot and 
Stan were very young when he died, and his wife tried to get Poppy to raise 
them, and became very abusive when he refused on the grounds that my mother 
was not in good enough health at the time.  So, they were placed in the 
Masonic Home in Burlington, NJ, where they remained till they were 
21.  Naturally, Dot was most interested in learning that her father had 
also started life in an orphanage.

Evie mentions Horatio Alger.  I suspect that the book really was written 
about Poppy, who climbed from rags to riches the hard way.  To have 
achieved success from such a beginning deserves a lot of respect.  I can 
understand why he never thought I was trying hard enough.  I might have 
thought so, but it was impossible to get everything right.

CHRISTI:  You ask if I can narrow down my birthplace.  I believe the street 
I was born is Woodycrest Ave and I think that is in the Bronx near 
Highbridge.  Don't know the number.  Don't remember any Schilds ever.  And 
just to throw you a curve, the only Shields I knew, I believe  were on my 
mother's side of the family, but I wouldn't swear to it.
HERE'S A QUESTION from Christi..............
Out of curiosity--how did Stanley Borner's kids feel about whom? Sam 
Borner, their grandfather? Sam is the one people talk the least about--I've 
often wondered about that. I thought it was just because he died so much 
longer ago than the others (Sam did die young, age 33). Russ, do you 
remember him? Was he a harsh person?

Stanley Borner's children are strangers to our family, mostly, so we have 
no idea what they thought of him or of Sam.  Sam did die very young, but he 
gave it a good try.  He loaded the family into an Essex touring car and 
drove out West looking for the kind of dry air he thought he needed. 
Believe me, in those days it was a real adventure to undertake such a 
trip.  (There weren't any motels in those days and gas stations were far 
apart, so you carried cans of gas, oil and water on the running board.) 
That's why we have always thought he was looking for a cure from TB, until 
Dot told me he died of lead poisoning.

As for his personality.  I remember him as a cheerful, happy individual, 
given to jokes and pranks.  He and Poppy and Tante Alice were the smiling 
ones.  Grandma Borner, Helene, and Harry were the serious ones.  Tante 
Helene could freeze you with a look,
tho sometimes I thought she would really rather have been smiling but her 
duty as a mother required her to be stern.  I think her daughter, Helene, 
would bear this out.



I quote from a letter from Dot Duncan speaking of her father (Sam) and her mother:
She was responding to a letter I sent her about her father being in an orphanage in 1900.  
"He was working as a lead burner foreman during World War 1.  Very interesting, as Tante Julia was very mean and made life very hard for my Mom at that time.  I didn't know her very well and I am just as glad.My Mom had me and could not travel with him as his jobs were for short periods of time and they sure missed each other.  My Mom didn't talk about it----but I am wondering where she stayed. He died of lead poisoning, you know, and unfortunately they were not married for very long--perhaps 7 or so years?" 
Christi:-Can you get in touch with Dot and ask her for the vital statistics on her parents, herself, her brother Stan, and her own kids.  I've asked a few times, but somehow she has turned away the request.  Don't know why. You probably have her address, but in case you don't, it is:  papadunc@ev1.net




http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/chap16.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/chap16.html" \o "http://www.yale.edu/amstud/inforev/riis/chap16.html" html


Here's an interesting tidbit...maybe you all know about it already, but it
was news to me. When the 1900 census was taken on the 1st of June, Adolph
and Samuel Borner (ages 11 and 10, respectively) were living at 155 North
Street in Manhattan at a place called "The Five Points House of Industry."

Does anyone know what that place is/was?

Christi

----- Original Message -----
From: "RussSr" <reborner@pop.charter.net>
To: <dasaborner@aol.com>
Cc: <cpinyc@aol.com>; <ctimm@teisprint.com>; <eved@aol.com>;
<RussBorner@cs.com>
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2003 9:40 PM
Subject: Schild-Shields


> I remember going to visit some relatives in New Jersey whose name was
> Shields, and have come to the conclusion that one of the reasons the
> Schilds dropped out of sight was that they had changed their names.
>

Alright now...about the picture....while I was home this past week, I found a glorious plethura (boxes and boxes and boxes) of miscellaneous family photos, dating into certainly the 1890s. Russ Sr...I hope that someday on your way through you stop again at my grandmother's house to see some of these! (and to help me identify many of them!)
 

But the most intriguing portrait is one that I believe to be of Suzanne Schild, Anna Borner, Alice Challandes, and little Alice Challandes. Anna Borner is clearly recognizable, as is Tante Alice....I'm inferring from that that it is a four-generations picture. Based on the age of little Alice, the picture is most likely 1908/9. The picture is marked as such (namewise) on the back, and though there are a few things that are mis-marked, I believe it's true.
 

I don't have the picture in my possession....I don't dare take things from my grandmother's basement because such a fuss is made. However, I plan to take my scanner with me on my next trip back. It's not a flimsy picture, quite sturdy in fact, clearly intended to serve on a wall rather than in a box deep in the basement. Anna and Suzanne are both clothed entirely in black--could this mean that Melchior had also passed? Or did the elder Swiss women--widows or not--simply always wear black? Alice is clothed in a stunningly beautiful snow-white gown and she--imagine--actually has a faint glimpse of a smile on her face. That is unusual, I have come to notice, in our Swiss family. If you know what Helene Borner Walder looked like, you can get a good idea what Suzanne Schild did as well....both have a characteristicly short, broad face, absolutely stern, and narrow eyes. How unapproachable our ancestors appeared from these photos! Interestingly, Suzanne is the only one of the group wearing earrings (hooped). 
 

I spoke with Gram a bit about the Borner/Schild family while I was there....there isn't much she remembers; it simply wasn't something in which she was interested. She did, however, recall the name Albert Schild (who you'll remember was the son of Melchior and Suzanne and with whom they stayed [all of them] upon their arrival). Gram says he is the one for whom Helene the elder worked after coming here; that he owned a bakery or a grocery store. She didn't remember if he had a family. Annoyingly, I can't seem to find a record of him in any of the censuses--he either died shortly after they came or the name Schild was just too easily transposed into other varieties.
 

Gram also remembers Emil Schild....he ended up in Cleveland "living with some woman." He became seriously ill and asked for family to come see him; Paul Walder, Sr., took a train from Danville to Cleveland expecting to find the older man at death's door....instead, he was enfuriated to find the man "picking flowers" in the front yard. Again, Gram does not remember if he had a family but believes he did not. She can't remember any other Schilds--perhaps their family was equally unfortunate in that many of the Schild children died early, as did the Borners. 
 

Anyway, that is the story of the picture. I'm sorry I held you in so much suspence and I'm sorry I can't at the moment provide said picture. I wonder--does anyone know if censuses were taken in Switzerland in the late 1800s? I imagine it would have been difficult as...well, America does not have alps and alp-dwellers with which to contend. But if they did...there may be a wealth of information.
 

Happy 2003,
Christi
